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The Sciences of the Qur'an

01. The Linguistic Meaning of the word ‘Quran’:

There are numerous opinions concerning the masdars (i.e the verbal nouns) of the
Quran, from which the word “Qur’an” has been derived

1. The word “Qur’an” is derived from 'qara'a’ which means, ‘to read, to recite’.

2. The word “Qur’an” is derived from 'qarana' which means, ‘to join, to associate
. All the principles of success (i.e both in this world and the hereafter) have been
compiled in this book.

3. The word “Qur’an” is derived from 'qarn' which means to ‘combine’. We have
to read this book in context. This is only possible when we read it by combining
all the chapters and the verses of the Quran. This act will clarify the allegations
of the orientalists.

4. The word “Qur’an” is derived from 'qaraa’in’ which means which means ‘to
resemble, to be similar to’.

Hence, the Quran is composed of verses that aid one another in comprehension.

Questions:

What is the linguistic meaning of the word ‘Qur'an’?

02. The Definition of the Qur'an:

“The Quran is the Arabic speech (Kalaam) of Allaah, which he revealed to
Muhammad (Sallallahu alayhi wa sallam) in wording and meaning through
jibreel (alayhis salam), and which has been preserved in the mushafs (i.e. it starts
from Suratul Fatiha and ends with Suratun Naas), and has reached us by
mutawaatir transmissions, and is a challenge to mankind to produce something
similar to it, and its recitation is an act of worship.”

Questions:

According to the majority of scholars, what is the definition of the Qur’an?




03. What is the theme of the Qur’an?

The major theme of the Quran is ‘Human being’. The Quran guides the creation
towards the creator. It admonishes mankind not to be heedless towards their
creator by immersing in the distractions of the world, the one to whom we shall
all return after death.

04. Description of the Quran:

® The Quran is the Arabic speech (Kalaam) of Allaah, which he revealed to
Muhammad (Sallallahu alayhi wa sallam) that he may bring the creation
from darkness into light. Allaah says in the Qur’an,
“It is He Who sends down manifest Ayat (proofs, evidences, verses,
lessons, signs, revelations, etc.) to His slave (Muhammad sallallahu alayhi
wa sallam) that He may bring you out from darkness into light. And verily,
Allaah is to you full of kindness, Most Merciful.” [57:9]

Allaah has mentioned the creation of the heavens and the earth, the stories
of the previous and upcoming nations, permissible and impermissible,
principles of etiquettes and ethics, rulings of worship and transactions,
biographies of the prophets, the reward and the torment of the believers
and the disbelieves respectively, and the description of the heaven and hell
in the Quran. Allaah says in the Qur’an,

“And (remember) the Day when we shall raise up from every nation a
witness against them from amongst themselves. And we shall bring you (O
Muhammad) as a witness against these. And we have sent down to you the
Book (the Qur'an) as an exposition of everything, guidance, a mercy, and
glad tidings for those who have submitted themselves (to Allaah as
Muslims).” [16:89]

Qur’an invites the entire creation to believe in the essence of Allaah, his
divine names and all of his perfect attributes, his prophets, his angels, his
books, and the Day of Judgment. Allaah says in the Qur’an,




“The Messenger (Muhammad sallallahu alayhi wa sallam) believes in what
has been sent down to him from his Lord and (so do) the believers.

Each one believes in Allaah, His Angels, His Books, and His Messengers.
They say, "We make no distinction between one another of His
Messengers” - and they say, "We hear, and we obey. (We seek) Your
Forgiveness, our Lord, and to You is the return (of all)."” [2:285]

Qur’an describes the day of judgment, the arena of doomsday, incidents of
life after death, scales on the day of judgment, Siraat (i.e the bridge), the
cistern of Kawthar, blessings, and punishments on the day of judgment and
the gathering of humankind. Allaah says in the Qur’an,

“Allaah! La ilaha illa Huwa (none has the right to be worshipped but He).
Surely, He will gather you together on the Day of Resurrection about which
there is no doubt. And who is truer in statement than Allaah?” [4:87]

Qur’an invites the entire creation to contemplate and ponder on the creation
of Allaah. It also asks the entire existence to ponder and contemplate upon
its verses. Allaah says in the Qur’an,

“Do they not then think deeply in the Qur'an, or are their hearts locked up
(from understanding it)?” [47:24]

Quran has discussed the concepts of monotheism, prophet hood, and the
Day of Judgment in a detailed manner.

Quran has discussed Tawheed al Ruboobiyyah (Oneness of divine the
lordship), Tawheed Al Asma Wal Sifaat (Oneness of the divine names and
attributes), and Tawheed al-Uloohiyyah (Oneness of worship). The
objective of the Quran is to prove Tawheed al-Uloohiyyah (i.e Oneness of
worship).

Quran is the speech of Allaah and ahadith is its interpretation through
statements, actions, silence, and character. (Muhammad Umar Bazmool)

Allaah says in the Qur’an,

“Then it is for us (Allaah) to make it clear to you.” [75:19]




“With clear signs and Books (We sent the Messengers). And we have also
sent down unto you (O Muhammad sallallahu alayhi wa sallam) the
reminder and the advice (the Qur'an), that you may explain clearly to men
what is sent down to them, and that they may give thought.” [16:44]

We should understand the Quran and the sunnah via the methodology of
the companions of the prophet (Sallallahu alayhi wa sallam) and their true
followers. Implementing our life according to the book, inviting the people
towards the book, and imposing the book are from the signs of the faith.
This is also the requisite for the straight path.

Quran briefly answers five common questions of non-muslims.

. Whoam I?

. Where did | come from?

. Who created me?

. What | have to do? How | have to live my life?
. What will happen to me after | die?

[For further details refer to my book ‘Quran Ke Ahdaaf aur Magasid’]

e Quran is the book of Allaah for the entire creation. Allaah says in the
Qur’an,

“Verily, we have sent down to you (O Muhammad sallallahu alayhi wa
sallam) the Book (this Qur'an) for mankind in truth. So whosoever accepts
the guidance, it is only for his ownself, and whosoever goes astray, he goes
astray only for his (own) loss. And you (O Muhammad sallallahu alayhi
wa sallam) are not a Wakil (trustee or disposer of affairs, or keeper) over
them.” [39:41]

This book (with the interpretation through authentic ahadith) will be a
source of guidance for the entire creation till the day of judgment and the
one who doesn't believe in this book is a disbeliever and will be tormented
on the day of judgment.




Allaah says in the Qur’an,

“But those who reject Our Ayat (proofs, evidences, verses, lessons, signs,
revelations, etc.), the torment will touch them for their disbelief (and for
their belying the Message of Muhammad sallallahu alayhi wa sallam).”
[6:49]

Quran due to its eloquence, rhetoric, greatness, miraculous nature, signs,
parables, and morals has been described by Allaah as,

“Had we sent down this Qur'an on a mountain, you would surely have seen
it humbling itself and rending asunder by the fear of Allaah. Such are the
parables which we put forward to mankind that they may reflect.” [59:21]

Allaah challenged the entire mankind and jinn kind to bring a similar book
or even a chapter, but they were unable to bring and they were incapable.
Allaah says in the Qur’an,

“Say: "If the mankind and the jinns were together to produce the like of
this Qur'an, they could not produce the like thereof, even if they helped one
another."” [17:88]

As this book is perfect and it is the last book among all the heavenly books,
Allaah commanded the Prophet (Sallallahu alayhi wa sallam) to Convey
this book to the entire creation. Allaah says in the Qur’an,

“O Messenger (Muhammad sallallahu alayhi wa sallam)! Proclaim (the
Message) which has been sent down to you from your Lord. And if you do
not, then you have not conveyed His Message. Allaah will protect you from
mankind. Verily, Allaah guides not the people who disbelieve.” [5:67]

This is the most important and needful book for us. So, Allaah took the
charge of its preservation.

Allaah says in the Qur’an,




“Verily We: It is we who have sent down the Dhikr (i.e. the Qur'an) and
surely, we will guard it (from corruption).” [15:9]

Quran is a complete guide (on how to live our life) due to its perfection,
eternity, and universal nature. This is the final book from Allaah and
ahadith are its interpretation.

Questions:

What did you understand about the Quran?
How did the Quran convey its message?

What is the method of invitation of the Quran?

5. The Names of the Quran:

01. Al Qur’an (The Most Recited Book):

“The month of Ramadan in which was revealed the Qur'an, a guidance for
mankind and clear proofs for the guidance and the criterion (between right and
wrong).” [2:185]

02. Al Furgan (The Criterion):

“Blessed is He Who sent down the criterion (of right and wrong, i.e. this Qur'an)
to His slave (Muhammad sallallahu alayhi wa sallam) that he may be a warner to
the 'Alamin (mankind and jinns).” [25:01]

03. Al Burhan (The Proof):

“O mankind! Verily, there has come to you a convincing proof (Prophet
Muhammad sallallahu alayhi wa sallam) from your Lord, and we sent down to
you a manifest light (this Qur'an).” [4:174]

04. Al Kitaab (The Book which has been Written):

“This is the Book (the Qur'an), whereof there is no doubt, a guidance to those
who are Al-Muttaqun [the pious and righteous persons who fear Allaah much
(abstain from all kinds of sins and evil deeds which He has forbidden) and love
Allaah much (perform all kinds of good deeds which He has ordained).” [2:2]

05. Al Haaqg (The Truth):




“Or say they: "He (Muhammad sallallahu alayhi wa sallam) has fabricated it?"
Nay, it is the truth from your Lord that you may warn a people to whom no warner
has come before you (O Muhammad sallallahu alayhi wa sallam), in order that
they may be guided.” [32:3]

06. Az Zikr (The Reminder):

“Verily We: It is we who have sent down the Dhikr (i.e. the Qur'an) and surely,
we will guard it (from corruption).” [15:9]

07. At Tanzeel (The Book which was Revealed):

“And truly, this (the Qur'an) is a revelation from the Lord of the ‘Alamin
(mankind, jinns and all that exists).” [26:192]

08. Ahsanul Hadith (The Best Statement):

“Allaah has sent down the best statement, a Book (this Qur'an), its parts
resembling each other in goodness and truth, oft-repeated.” [39:23]

09. Al Adheem (The Magnificent):

“And indeed, we have bestowed upon you seven of Al-Mathani (the seven
repeatedly recited Verses), (i.e. Surat Al-Fatiha) and the Grand Qur’an.” [15:87]

10. Al Kareem (The Honourable):

“That (this) is indeed an honourable recital (the Noble Qur'an).” [56:77]
11. Al Azeez (The Mighty):

“And verily, it is an honourable respected Book.” [41:41]

12. Al Majeed (The Glorious):

“Qaf. By the Glorious Qur'an.” [50:1]

13. Al Hakeem (The Most Wise), Al Aliy (The Most High):

“And Verily, it (this Qur'an) is in the Mother of the Book (i.e. Al-Lauh Al-
Mahfuz), before us, indeed Exalted, full of Wisdom.” [43:4]

14. Al Maw’iza (The Advice), Ash Shifa(The Healer), Al Huda(The
Guidance), and Ar Rahmah (The Mercy):




“O mankind! There has come to you a good advice from your Lord (i.e. the
Qur'an, ordering all that is good and forbidding all that is evil), and a healing for
that (disease of ignorance, doubt, hypocrisy and differences, etc.) in your breasts,
- a guidance and a mercy (explaining lawful and unlawful things, etc.) for the
believers.” [10:57]

15. Al Musaddig (The One that Confirms) and Al Muhaymin (The
Witness):

“And we have sent down to you (O Muhammad sallallahu alayhi wa sallam) the
Book (this Qur'an) in truth, confirming the Scripture that came before it and
Mohayminan (trustworthy in highness and a witness) over it (old Scriptures).”
[5:48]

16. Al Mubeen (The One who Explains Clearly):
“Alif-Lam-Ra. These are the Verses of the Book, and a plain Qur'an.” [15:1]
17. Al Mubarak (The Blessed):

“And this is a blessed Book (the Qur'an) which we have sent down, so follow it
and fear Allaah (i.e. do not disobey His Orders), that you may receive mercy
(i.e. saved from the torment of Hell).” [6:155]

18. Basheer (The Book which Gives Glad Tidings), Nazeer (The
Book which Warns):

“A Book whereof the Verses are explained in detail; A Qur'an in Arabic for
people who know. Giving glad tidings [of Paradise to the one who believes in
the Oneness of Allaah (i.e. Islamic Monotheism) and fears Allaah much
(abstains from all kinds of sins and evil deeds) and loves Allaah much
(performing all kinds of good deeds which He has ordained)], and warning (of
punishment in the Hell Fire to the one who disbelieves in the Oneness of
Allaah), but most of them turn away, so they listen not.” [41:3-4]

19. An Noor (The Light):

“Indeed, there has come to you from Allaah a light and a plain Book (this
Qur'an).” [5:15]

Note:




Five names are the most famous among these names: Quran, Kitaab, Zikr,
Tanzeel, and Furgan.

The remaining names are the attributes of the Quran.

According to one opinion, there are 55 names of the Quran.

Questions:

Write the different names of the Quran? State them with evidences?

06. Meaning of Wahy:

Linguistically, ‘wahy’ means to communicate in a manner that is not obvious in
a swift manner.

Terminologically, ‘wahy’ means the inspiration to the prophets. The last
revelation was sent upon the final prophet Muhammad (Sallallahu alayhi wa
sallam).

07. The Difference between The Quran and Ahadith Qudsi:

1. Quran is the speech of Allaah revealed to the Prophet (Sallallahu alayhi wa
sallam) in meaning and wording. Thus, the Quran is from Allaah even in
wording. Whereas, ahadith Qudsi is only from Allaah in meaning and the
wordings are from the Prophet (Sallallahu alayhi wa sallam).

. Itis an act of worship to recite the Quran, whereas this is not the case for a
hadith qudsi. The person who reads hadith qudsi will be rewarded for
seeking knowledge like he is rewarded for reading other ahadith.

. The Quran has reached us in mutawatir chains of narration. Hadith Qudsi
on the other hand mainly exists in the form of ahaad (i.e, non-mutawatir)
ahadith.

. Quran was revealed through Jibreel (Alayhis Salam), whereas it was not
necessary for ahadith Qudsi to be revealed only through Jibreel (Alayhis
Salam).

5. Quran is a miracle, Hadith Qudsi isn't a miracle.

Questions

What are other non recited revelations apart from Ahadith Qudsi?
What is Hadith Qudsi?
What is the difference between the Quran and the Hadith Qudsi?

08. Kinds of Wahy:




There are three kinds of wahy. “It is not given to any human being that Allaah
should speak to him unless (it be) by Inspiration, or from behind a veil, or (that)
He sends a Messenger to reveal what He wills by His Leave. Verily, He is Most
High, Most Wise.” (42:51)

1. Wahy at Heart: This kind of wahy is directed to the heart of a prophet
and Allaah inspires something into it.

2. Direct discourse from Allaah: In this kind of wahy, Allaah directly
speaks to the prophet.

3. Angelic Wahy: In this kind, Allaah sends his message to the prophet
through an angel.

09. The Procedure of Wahy:

Wahy was sent down to The Prophet (Sallallahu alayhi wa sallam) through
different means.

1. Ringing of bells:

Narrated 'Aisha: (The mother of the faithful believers) Al-Harith bin
Hisham asked Allaah's Messenger (sallallahu alayhi wa sallam) "O
Allaah's Messenger (sallallahu alayhi wa sallam)! How is the Divine
Inspiration revealed to you?" Allaah's Messenger (sallallahu alayhi wa
sallam) replied, "Sometimes it is (revealed) like the ringing of a bell, this
form of Inspiration is the hardest of all and then this state passes off after |
have grasped what is inspired. Sometimes the Angel comes in the form of
a man and talks to me and | grasp whatever he says." 'Aisha added: Verily
| saw the Prophet (sallallahu alayhi wa sallam) being inspired divinely on
a very cold day and noticed the sweat dropping from his forehead (as the
Inspiration was over). [Sahih Bukhari : Hadith.No.2]

2. Angel Coming in Human Disquise :




The other method of wahy mentioned in this tradition was that the angel
used to appear in a human form and convey the message. In such a situation
generally, Jibreel (Alayhis Salam), came in the form of the renowned
companion Dihyah Kalbi. [Musanaff Ibne Abee shaybah
Hadith.N0.32325]

. Angel Coming in his Original Appearance:

The third method of wahy was that Jibreel (Alayhis Salam) came in his
original appearance.

. True Dreams:

The fourth method of wahy was that the prophet (Sallallahu alayhi wa
sallam) used to have dreams before the revelation of the Quran had started.
Whatever he saw in a dream happened in the same manner when he awoke.

Narrated Aisha: (The mother of the faithful believers) The commencement
of the Divine Inspiration to Allaah's Messenger (Sallallahu alayhi wa
sallam) was in the form of good dreams which came true like bright
daylight. [Sahih Bukhari: Hadith.No.3]

. Discourse with Allaah:

Like Musa (Alayhis Salam) our Prophet Muhammad (Sallallahu alayhi wa
sallam) also had the privilege of direct discourse with Allaah.

. Inspiration in The Heart:

The sixth method of wahy was that, without appearing before him in any
shape, Jibreel (Alayhis Salam) used to inspire something in the heart of the
prophet (Sallallahu alayhi wa sallam).

Questions

Describe the methods of wahy along with the proofs (i.e.ahadith)?




10. The Makki and The Madani Chapters of the Quran:

Quran has been classified into makkee and madani chapters.
Makki: If a verse was revealed before the hijrah, it is considered Makki.
Madani: If a verse was revealed after the hijrah, it is considered Madani.

The number of Makki and Madani chapters in the Quran according to
Mushaf E Madina:

The Madani surahs are:

Bagarah (2)

Al Imran (3)

Nisa (4)

Maidah (5)

Anfal (8)

At- Tawbah (9)
Ar-Rad (13)
Al-Hajj (22)

. An-Nur (24)
10.Al-Ahzab (33)
11.Muhammad (47)
12.Al-Fath (48)
13.Al Hujuraat (49)
14.Ar-Rahmaan (55)
15.Al-Hadid (57)
16.Al-Mujadilah (58)
17.Al-Hashr (59)

18. Al-Mumtahinah (60)
19.As-Saff (61)
20.Al-Jumu'ah (62)
21.Al-Munafiqun (63)
22.Al-Taghabun (64)
23.Al-Talaaq (65)
24.Al-Tahrim (66)
25.Al-Insaan (76)
26.Al Baniyyah (98)
27.Az Zalzalah (99)
28.An Nasr (110)

1.
2.
3.
4.
3
6.
7.
8.
9




Apart from these chapters, all other chapters are Makki.

Reconciling Differing Reports about Whether a Surah is Makki or
Madani- Muhammad al-Tahir ibn ‘Aashoor:

While most surahs of the Qur’an are unanimously categorized as either Makki or
Madani, there have been differing reports and opinions about the proper
classification of a small group of twelve surahs. Some of these differences stem
from differences in terminology, instances of repeated revelation, Madani ayaat
being included in an otherwise Makki surah, or other reasons. In the article below,
sheikh Muhammad al-Tahir ibn ‘Aashoor discusses the differing classifications
of surah al-Mutaffifeen (83) and demonstrates how to understand the differing
reports and come to a conclusion. Being one of the famous mufassiroon of recent
centuries, Ibn ‘Aashoor (d. 1393AH/1973CE) had the benefit of drawing on the
wealth of tafsir literature before him, as is evident in this passage and his entire
book:

The scholars have differed as to whether surah al-Mutaffifeen (83) is
a. Makki

b. Madani

c. Part Makki and part Madani

It has been relayed that ibn Mas’ood, al-Dhahhaak and in one narration Mugatil
held it to be Makki, while it is transmitted from ibn ‘Abbaas according to the most
authentic narration from him,’Ikrimah, al-Hasan, al-Suddi and Mugqatil in a
different narration that they held it to be Madani. And Mugqatil said, “It was the
first surah to be revealed in al-Madinah.” It has also been relayed in one narration
from ibn ‘Abbaas as well as from Qatadah that it is a Madani surah except for the
last eight ayaat beginning from Allah’s statement:

Indeed, those who committed crimes ... [83:29] until the end of the surah.

al-Kalbi and Jaabir ibn Zayd said, “It was revealed in between Mecca and al-
Madinah, so therefore it is Makki.” That is because according to the favored
position among the scholars of the Qur’an, the determining factor for something
being Madani is that it was revealed after the Hijrah.




Ibn ‘Atiyyah said:

A group of the mufassiroon argued that it is Makki because it mentions the word
al-Asaatir in it. That is, in Allah’s statement: When Our ayaat are recited to him,
he says, “Legends of the former peoples.” [83:13] and the stance that we would
take is that it was revealed prior to the Hijrah because the majority of its contents
are in response to those who doubt the resurrection of the dead.

There is a subtle point behind it being revealed between Mecca and al-Madinah,
which is that the business practice of titling the scales was widespread in both
locations. There has been some differing as to whether this was the last surah to
be revealed in Mecca or the first surah to be revealed in al-Madinah, but the
position that it was revealed between Mecca and al-Madinah is a good one.

In his book Asbab al-Nuzool, al-Wahidi mentioned that ibn ‘Abbaas said: When
the Prophet came to al-Madinah, its people were some of the worst when it came
to unfairly measuring goods for buying and selling. So then Allah revealed Wayl
1i’1-Mutaffifeen and they amended their way of measuring after that.

Al-Qurtubi mentioned: In al-Madinah there were traders who titled the scales and
engaged in many kinds of un-Islamic business practices. So then Allah revealed
this ayah and Allah’s Messenger went out to the marketplace and recited it. These
practices were common among them prior to Islam, so it hadn’t occurred to some
of the people of al-Madinah who had entered into Islam that these things involved
taking people’s wealth unjustly, so the Prophet sought to alert them to this fact.
This was the beginning of the rectification of the state of the Muslims in al-
Madinah, as well as highlighting the bad condition of the Mushrikoon of both
Mecca and Yathrib who continued to participate in the unjust measuring and
weighing practices.

In light of this objective, how appropriate it is that this surah was revealed
between Mecca and al-Madinah in order to purify al-Madinah of these corrupt
business practices prior to the Prophet’s arrival so that he would not find
widespread vice there, for weighing and measuring are an ever-present aspect of
business transactions and exchanges in any marketplace.

[Tafsir ibn ‘Aashoor 31/187-188]

11. Specific Characteristics of Makki Soorahs (i.e. chapters):

1. Every Soorah that has the oath, “Nay (Kalla)” is Makki.




. All soorahs which have a verse of prostration (Sajdah at tilaawah) are
Makki.

. All soorahs that begin with disjointed letters (al-Mugatta’aat), such as Alif-
Laam-Meem, and Ha - Meem, are makki, with the exceptions of al-
Bagarah and al-Imran.

. All soorahs which mention the story of Adam (Alayhis Salam) and Iblees
are Makki, except for Surah al-Bagarah.

. All soorahs which mention the stories of the previous prophets are Makki,
except surah al Bagarah.

[Refer to the book "al Mubaahis fee uloomil Quran” by Shaikh Man’aa al
gattan]

According to some scholars, the common themes of Makki soorahs are
Tawheed (i.e Monotheism), Risalah (i.e prophethood), and Agirath (i.e the
day of judgment). Other themes, such as morality, are also included in these
surahs.

Questions

Define a Makki surah? What are its specific characteristics?

12. Specific characteristics of Madani chapters:

1. Every verse that mentions an obligation and a punishment for a crime
(hudood) is Madani.

2. Every soorah that mentions jihaad is Madani.
3. Every soorah that mentions the hypocrites is Madani.

The common theme of Madani soorahs is to explain the detailed laws of
shariah.

13. Specific characteristics of Makki and Madani chapters :




. Generally, The Makki revelations are short and succinct using strong

words and frequent oaths. There is an amazing coherence between the
bases of these chapters.

. The style of the first revealed Makki soorahs and the Makki soorahs

(revealed in the second place) is almost the same: These Soorahs are
eloquent, rhetorical, and amazing coherence lies between them.

. The style of the Makki soorahs of the third phase is completely different.

These lengthy chapters indicate the end of the Makkan period and the
beginning of the Madinan period. They have been organized in a beautiful
manner. Some of these chapters were initiated with the disjointed letters
whereas; other chapters were initiated with the remembrance of prophets
and their nations.

. The Madani chapters were easily comprehendible as Islam was spread by

that time and the people were aware of the revelation. The detailed laws of
acts of worship (i.e prayer, charity, fasting, and pilgrimage), permissible
and impermissible, individual and social affairs, political and economic
laws, the laws concerning the relationship of Islamic state in war and peace,
the discussion of the wars of the prophet Muhammad (sallallahu alayhi wa
sallam) and likes of these shar’i issues are found in these chapters.

Questions

What are the specific characteristics of Makki and Madani Soorahs?

14. The Four Divisions of the Chapters of the Quran:

The chapters of the Quran are divided into four categories.

1. Al Tuwal

2. Al Mt’in

3. Al Mathani

4. Al Mufassal

On the Authority of Wathilah ibn Asqa the Prophet (Sallallahu alayhi wa sallam)

said:




“I was given the seven long chapters in the place of the Torah, I was given al
Mi1’in in place of the Psalms, I was given al Mathani in place of the gospels, and
I was favored with the mufassal.”

[The chain of narration is Hasan (i.e good), Musnad Ahmed: 17023, (4/107),
Musnad Shaamiyyin: 2734 (6213/4), Mujamul kabeer of tabarani (8003) (255/8),
(186) (75/22), (187) (76/22), Musnad of Tayalisi (1012) (136/1)]

Al Tuwal:

It refers to the seven lengthy chapters of the Quran i.e Surah al Bagarah, al Imran,
al Nisa, al Maidah, al Anaam, al Araaf, and there is a difference of opinion
regarding the seventh. Some scholars have said Surah al Anfaal and Bara’ah(i.e
taubah) having considered these two chapters as one.

Al Mi’in:

It refers to those chapters of the Quran whose verses are great than 100 or nearly
equal to 100.

Al Mathani:

It refers to those chapters of the Quran whose verses are less than 100. These
chapters begin at surah al ahzab and end at the beginning of either surah gaf or
surah al hujurat.

Al Mufassal:

These chapters begin after the mathani till the end of the Quran ie. from Surah
gaf / surah al hujurat to suratun naas.

15. Three Divisions of Mufassal:

The scholars have divided the mufassal into three groups:

1. Al Tiwal: Ending at Soorah al Naba
2. Al Awsat: Beginning at Soorah al Naba till Surah al Dhuha
3. Al Qisar: Beginning at Surah al Duha to the end of the noble Quran

16. Should the Quran be read with its understanding or without

its understanding?




Quran is not only a book of guidance for the scholars but also for the entire
creation.

“And we have indeed made the Qur'an easy to understand and remember, then is
there any that will remember (or receive admonition)?” [54:17]

Abdullah Ibne Abbas said: There are four types of verses in the Quran

1. The verses which can be comprehended by Arabians (because of their
mother tongue i.e. Arabic)

. The verses by which can be comprehended by the Ignorant (Their
ignorance doesn’t act as a barrier)

. The verses which can only be understood by the scholars.

4. These verses whose real meaning is only known to Allaah.
[Tafseer E Tabaree: Volume.1, Pg.No.70]

17. The Compilation of the Quran:

Three stages of compiling the Quran:

1. During the life of Prophet (Sallallahu alayhi wa sallam):

‘Uthman bin 'Affan said: So when something was revealed on the prophet
(sallallahu alayhi wa sallam), he would call for someone who could write, and
say: "Put these Ayat in the Surah which mentions this and that in it." When an
Ayah was revealed, he would say: "Put this Ayah in the Surah which mentions
this and that in it." [Tirmidhi: 3086, This hadith was declared weak by Albanee]

We don't find any authentic report to prove that the Quran (in its entirety) was
compiled during the life of prophet (Sallallahu alayhi wa sallam). But, we find
evidence (from various narrations) that Quran was recorded /written during the
the life of prophet (Sallallahu alayhi wa sallam).

Narrated Zaid bin Thabit:

Abu Bakr said to me (Zaid), "You are a wise young man and we do not have any
suspicion about you, and you used to write the Divine Inspiration for Allaah's
Messenger (sallallahu alayhi wa sallam). So you should search for the
fragmentary scripts of the Qur'an and collect it (in one Book)." So | started




compiling the Qur'an by collecting it from the leafless stalks of the date-palm tree
and from the pieces of leather and hides and from the stones, and from the chests
of men (who had memorized the Qur'an). [Sahih Bukhari: 7191]

Scribes of the Revelation:

Ibn al-Qayyim said:

The scholars of seerah (Prophet’s biography) have mentioned the names of the
Sahaabah who used to write down the wahy (revelation) or the letters of the
Messenger (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him). They were: Abu Bakr
al-Siddeeq, ‘Umar ibn al-Khattaab, ‘Uthmaan ibn ‘Affaan, ‘Ali ibn Abi Taalib,
al-Zubayr ibn al-‘Awwaam, ‘Aamir ibn Fuhayrah, ‘Amr ibn al-‘Aas, Ubayy ibn
Ka’b, ‘Abd-Allaah ibn al-Argam, Thaabit ibn Qays ibn Shammaas, Hanzalah ibn
al-Rabee’ al-Usaydi, al-Mugheerah ibn Shu’bah, ‘Abd-Allaah ibn Rawaahah,
Khaalid ibn al-Waleed, Khaalid ibn Sa’eed ibn al-‘Aas (whom it was said was
the first one to write down anything for him), Mu’aawiyah ibn Abi Sufyaan and
Zayd ibn Thaabit. He requested them to do that and allocated this task to them.

End Quote
Zaad al-Ma’aad, 1/117
Narrated "Abdullah bin “~Abbas:

Allaah's Messenger (sallallahu alayhi wa sallam) said, "Gabriel recited the Qur'an
to me in one way. Then | requested him (to read it in another way), and continued
asking him to recite it in other ways, and he recited it in several ways till he
ultimately recited it in seven different ways." [Sahih Bukhari: 4991]

The Prophet (sallallahu alayhi wa sallam) said:

"This Qur'an has been revealed to be recited in seven different ways, so recite it
whichever way is easier for you." [Sahih Bukhari: 6936]

2. During the reign of Abu Bakr, 12 Hijri, After the battle of Yamana:

Narrated Zaid bin Thabit:

Abu Bakr As-Siddig sent for me when the people of Yamama had been killed
(i.e., a number of the Prophet's Companions who fought against Musailama). (I
went to him) and found "Umar bin Al- Khattab sitting with him. Abu Bakr then
said (to me), ""Umar has come to me and said: "Casualties were heavy among the




Qurra' of the Qur'an (i.e. those who knew the Qur'an by heart) on the day of the
Battle of Yamama, and | am afraid that more heavy casualties may take place
among the Qurra' on other battlefields, whereby a large part of the Qur'an may be
lost. Therefore | suggest, you (Abu Bakr) order that the Qur'an be collected.” |
said to "Umar, "How can you do something which Allaah's Apostle did not do?"
"Umar said, "By Allaah, that is a good project.” "Umar kept on urging me to
accept his proposal till Allaah opened my chest for it and | began to realize the
good in the idea which "Umar had realized." Then Abu Bakr said (to me). "You
are a wise young man and we do not have any suspicion about you, and you used
to write the Divine Inspiration for Allaah's Messenger (sallallahu alayhi wa
sallam). So you should search for (the fragmentary scripts of) the Qur'an and
collect it in one book." By Allaah If they had ordered me to shift one of the
mountains, it would not have been heavier for me than this ordering me to collect
the Qur'an. Then | said to Abu Bakr, *"How will you do something which Allaah's
Messenger (sallallahu alayhi wa sallam) did not do?" Abu Bakr replied, "By
Allaah, it is a good project.” Abu Bakr kept on urging me to accept his idea until
Allaah opened my chest for what He had opened the chests of Abu Bakr and
"Umar. So | started looking for the Qur'an and collecting it from (what was written
on) palme stalks, thin white stones and also from the men who knew it by heart,
till I found the last Verse of Surat at-Tauba (Repentance) with Abi Khuzaima Al-
Ansari, and I did not find it with anybody other than him. The Verse is: "Verily
there has come unto you an Apostle (Muhammad) from amongst yourselves. It
grieves him that you should receive any injury or difficulty..(till the end of Surat-
Baraa' (at-Tauba) (9.128-129). Then the complete manuscripts (copy) of the
Qur'an remained with Abu Bakr till he died, then with "Umar till the end of his
life, and then with Hafsa, the daughter of "Umar. [Sahih Bukhari: 4986]

3. During the reign of Uthman, at the ending of 24 Hijri and the beginning of 25
Hijri:
Narrated Anas bin Malik:

Hudhaifa bin Al-Yaman came to "Uthman at the time when the people of Sham
and the people of Iraq were Waging war to conquer Armenia and Azerbaijan.
Hudhaifa was afraid of their (the people of Sham and Iraq) differences in the
recitation of the Qur'an, so he said to "Uthman, "O chief of the Believers! Save
this nation before they differ about the Book (Qur'an) as Jews and the Christians




did before.” So "Uthman sent a message to Hafsa saying, "Send us the
manuscripts of the Qur'an so that we may compile the Qur'anic materials in
perfect copies and return the manuscripts to you." Hafsa sent it to “Uthman.
"Uthman then ordered Zaid bin Thabit, "Abdullah bin Az Zubair, Sa’id bin Al-
Aas and "AbdurRahman bin Harith bin Hisham to rewrite the manuscripts in
perfect copies. "Uthman said to the three Quraishi men, "In case you disagree
with Zaid bin Thabit on any point in the Qur'an, then write it in the dialect of
Quraish, the Qur'an was revealed in their tongue.” They did so, and when they
had written many copies, "Uthman returned the original manuscripts to Hafsa.
"Uthman sent to every Muslim province one copy of what they had copied, and
ordered that all the other Qur'anic materials, whether written in fragmentary
manuscripts or whole copies, be burnt. [Sahih Bukhari: 4987]

Three copies among those seven copies still exist. They are present in,

1. London museum, the UK
2. Topkapi Palace Museum, Istanbul, Turkey
3. Hast Imam library, Tashkent, Uzbekistan

Questions:

Sayyiduna Uthman sent those seven copies to which parts of the world?

18. Why Quran wasn't compiled during the time of the Prophet
(Sallallahu alayhi wa sallam):

The Prophet (sallallahu alayhi wa sallam) did not compile the Qur'aan in one book
during his lifetime, nor did he command the Companions to do so.

He made sure that the Qur'aan was written down in its totality, but he did not
order for it to be compiled between two covers. There are a number of reasons
for this:

1) There was no pressing need during the lifetime of the Prophet (sallallahu alayhi
wa sallam) to compile the whole Qur'aan in one book, since the Qur'aan was not
in any danger of being lost. There were numerous Companions who had
memorised all of it, and each Companion had memorised various portions of it.

2) During the lifetime of the Prophet (sallallahu alayhi wa sallam), the Qur'aan
used to be continually revealed. Therefore it would not have been feasible to
compile all of it in one book, since it had not been completely revealed yet. The




last verse was revealed only nine days before the death of the Prophet (sallallahu
alayhi wa sallam).

3) The arrangement of the verses and soorahs was not chronological. Verses that
were revealed years after the hijrah could be placed, by the command of the
Prophet (sallallahu alayhi wa sallam), in the midst of makkan verses, and vice
versa. Therefore, the Prophet (sallallahu alayhi wa sallam) could not have
compiled the Qur'aan in the correct order until all its verses had been revealed.
There were some revelations that used to be a part of the Qur'aan, but Allaah
abrogated their recitation.During the lifetime of the Prophet (sallallahu alayhi wa
sallam), this abrogation could occur at any time; therefore it was essential that the
wahy be termi nated before the Qur'aan be compiled.

To summarise, when the Prophet (sallallahu alayhi wa sallam) passed away, the
entire Qur'aan had been memorised by many of the Companions, and existed in
written form, but it had not been compiled between two covers. Rather, it was
scattered in loose fragments that were owned by different people. Some
Companions also had substantial (yet incomplete) copies of the Qur'aan.

In his famous commentary on Saheeh al-Bukhari, al-haafidh ibn Hajr al-
‘Asqalaani addresses the question mentioned above by writing:

al-Khattabi and others said:

It is possible that the only reason why the Prophet did not collect the entire Qur’an
together into a mushaf was because he expected that abrogation would come for
certain legal rulings or recitations.

Then when the revelation came to an end at the time of his death, Allah inspired
the Rightly-Guided Khulafaa’ to carry out that task in order to fulfill Allah’s true
promise to preserve the Qur’an for this Ummah of Muhammad so that Allah
might increase them in honor. This process began at the hand of Abu Bakr with
the advice of ‘Umar. All of this is supported by what ibn Abi Dawud recorded in
his Kitab al-Musahif with a good chain of narration from ‘Abd Khair who said,
“I heard ‘Ali saying, ‘The person with the most reward in relation to the written
copies of the Qur’an is Abu Bakr. May Allah have mercy on Abu Bakr; he was
the first person to compile the Book of Allah.”™

As for the hadith of Abu Sa’eed that Muslim relayed, that “Allah’s Messenger
said, ‘Do not write down anything from me except for the Qur’an ...", then this
Is not at odds with the above claim because we are speaking about the specific




way that Abu Bakr recorded the Qur’an. For the entire Qur’an had in fact been
put down in writing during the lifetime of the Prophet; it is just that it had not
been gathered altogether in one place in the order of the surahs.

Now as for what ibn Abi Dawud reported in his Kitab al-Musahif by way of ibn
Sireen who said, “‘Ali said, “When Allah’s Messenger passed away, | did not
want to don my shawl for any other purpose than the Jumu’ah prayer until I
gathered the entire Qur’an, so I did just that.” But the chain of narration for this
Is weak due to a missing link. But even if it were to be a sound chain, what he
meant by “gathering it” was to memorize it by heart.

| [Ibn Hajr] say: What was mentioned in the narration of ‘Abd Khair from ‘Ali is
the most correction position and that is the standard position regarding this topic.

Ibn Abi Dawud also mentions another reason why ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab advised
for this to be done. He brings a report by way of Hasan that “‘Umar asked about
a certain ayah from the Qur’an and was told, ‘That was with so-and-so who was
killed on the Day of al-Yamamah,’ so he said some words of grief and instructed
for the Qur’an to be compiled, so he was the first one to compile the Qur’an."”

This narration has a missing link in it, but even if it were a sound narration the
statement “so he was the first one to compile the Qur’an” could be understood to
refer to his advice during the rule of Abu Bakr to compile it, thus attributing the
compilation to him because of that.

Some of the Rafidhah try to point out a contradiction in what Abu Bakr did in
terms of compiling the Qur’an into a mushaf since he himself said, “How can I
do something that Allah’s Messenger did not do?” The response to this would be
that Abu Bakr only did that by way of permissible ijtihad that was born out of his
sincerity towards Allah, His Messenger, His Book, and towards the Muslim
leaders and their common folk. The Prophet had permitted the writing of the
Qur’an while prohibiting anything else to be written along with it, so Abu Bakr
did not order anything which was not already recorded to be written. This is why
he halted in writing the ayah from the end of surah al-Bara’ah until he found it in
writing, despite the fact that he and the one who mentioned it to him were both
able to bring the ayah to mind. So then, if the fair-minded person were to consider
what Abu Bakr did in this area, he would be certain that this is one of Abu Bakr’s
exemplary acts and would laud it as a great merit of his in light of the authentic
statement of the Prophet, “Whoever initiates a good practice will have the reward
for it as well as the reward for whoever follows him in it afterwards.” So for every




single person who compiled the Qur’an after him until the Day of Judgement, he
will get the likes of their reward. And Abu Bakr had such great attachment to
reciting the Qur’an, so much so that he chose to decline the protection of ibn al-
Daghnah in favor of the protection of Allah and His Messenger, which is a long
story that we have already mentioned while discussing the merits of Abu Bakr.

Also, Allah informed us in the Qur’an that the Qur’an would be gathered together
on sheets of paper when He said: “A Messenger from Allah, reciting purified
pages [98:2]” and the Qur’an was written down on sheets of paper [during the
time of the Prophet], but these records were in different sections and different
places so Abu Bakr gathered them all together in one collection. They remained
in this way until ‘Uthman ordered for a copy of this collection to be made, so he
made several copies of it in the form of mushafs and sent them to the major cities,
as we will discuss when we come to that topic.

End Quote
[Fath al-Bari #4071]

The Preservation of the Qur’an and the Preservation of the Tawrah:
Imam al-Shinqitee

Allah says in surah al-Maa’idah:

“Indeed, We sent down the Torah, in which was guidance and light. The prophets
who submitted [to Allah] judged by it for the Jews, as did the rabbis and scholars
by that with which they were entrusted of the Scripture of Allah, and they were
witnesses thereto. So do not fear the people but fear Me, and do not exchange My
verses for a small price. And whoever does not judge by what Allah has revealed
— then it is those who are the disbelievers.” [5:44]

Commenting on part of this ayah in his book of tafsir, Imam al-Shingitee clarified
an important issue by writing: Allah’s statement, “by that with which they were
entrusted of the Scripture of Allah” until the end of the ayah.

Allah informed us in this noble ayah that the rabbis and the scholars were
entrusted with the scripture of Allah — meaning they were given charge of its




safekeeping and He sought for them to preserve it. And He did not clarify here
whether they complied with the command in this matter and preserved it or
whether they did not comply with the command in this matter and caused it to
perish. However He did clarify elsewhere that they did not comply with the
command and that they did not preserve what they were entrusted with — rather
they distorted it and changed it intentionally, such as in His statement, “they
distort words from their [proper] usages” until the end of the ayah [4:46].

And His statement, “They distort words beyond their [proper] usages” [5:41], and
His statement, “You [Jews] make it into pages, disclosing [some of] it and
concealing much” [6:91], and His statement, “So woe to those who write the
‘scripture’ with their own hands, then say, ‘This is from Allah’ “until the end of
the ayah”[2:79], and His statement, “And indeed, there is among them a party
who alter the Scripture with their tongues so you may think it is from the
Scripture, but it is not from the Scripture, until the end of the ayah [3:78], and
other ayaat as well.

An issue of importance: if it is asked, ‘what is the difference between the Tawrah
and the Qur’an?’

then verily both of them are the speech of Allah which He revealed to a messenger
from amongst His messengers (peace and blessings of Allah be upon them), but
the Tawrah was distorted and altered, as was clarified above, while the Qur’an is
protected from distortion and alteration. Even if someone were to change a single
letter and replace it without another or add a letter to it or take another away, then
thousands of children from the youths of the Muslims would reject this — not to
mention their elders!

So the answer is that Allah entrusted them [the rabbis and scholars of the Jews]
with the Tawrah and charged them exclusively with safeguarding it, and then they
betrayed the trust and did not preserve it — rather they intentionally caused it to
perish. But Allah did not entrust the preservation of the Glorious Qur’an to
anyone such that they would be able to cause it to perish — rather He turned its
preservation over to His Noble and Holy Self, just as He made it clear in His
statement,

“Indeed, it is we who sent down the Qur’an and indeed, We will be its guardian.”
[15:9],




and His statement,

“Falsehood cannot approach it [i.e. the Qur’an] from before it or from behind it;
[it is] a revelation from a [Lord who is] Wise and Praiseworthy,” [41:42] as well
as in other ayaat.

End Quote
[Adhwaa’ al-Bayaan 1/405-406]

The Dots and Tashkeel in the Mushaf: Ibn Taymiyah

Sheikh al-Islaam ibn Taymiyah wrote:

The mushafs which the Sahabah wrote did not have any tashkeel [vowel marking]
or dots on its letters, for the Sahabah were native Arabic speakers who did not
make grammatical mistakes. But later during the end of the era of the Sahabah,
they added the dots and tashkeel to the mushafs due to the errors in grammar that
arose [i.e. among all the non-Arabic speaking people who entered into Islam].

And that is something permissible according to most scholars, and it was one of
two positions reported from Imam Ahmad, though some scholars disliked this.
However the correct position is that it not something to be disliked since there is
a need which calls for it.

And there is no disagreement among the scholars that the tashkeel and the dots
take the same ruling as the written letters themselves.

The dots allow one to distinguish between otherwise similar letters, and the
tashkeel make the grammar plain and clear — for Allah’s speech is the most
complete and perfect speech. And it has been transmitted from Abu Bakr and
‘Umar that they said, “Reading the Qur’an with the correct grammar and
pronunciation is more beloved to us than memorizing some of its letters.” So if a
reciter recites:

All praise is due to Allah, Lord of all creation [1:1]

Then pronouncing the dhammah, fathah, and kasrah and putting them in the
correct places 1s part of articulating the Qur’an correctly and completely.

End Quote




[Majmoo’ al-Fataawaa 12/576]

19. The Purpose of Revealing the Quran:

Numerous verses of the Quran answer this question.

01. So that the Prophet (Sallallahu alayhi wa sallam) can explain the
laws of shariah and admonish the mankind:

“And truly, this (the Qur'an) is a revelation from the Lord of the 'Alamin
(mankind, jinns and all that exists), which the trustworthy Ruh [Jibrael (Gabriel)]
has brought down; upon your heart [O Muhammad (sallallahu alayhi wa sallam)]
that you may be (one) of the warners, In the plain Arabic language. And verily, it
(the Qur'an, and its revelation to Prophet Muhammad sallallahu alayhi wa sallam)
Is (announced) in the Scriptures [i.e. the Taurat (Torah) and the Injeel (Gospel)]
of former people.” [26:192-196]

02. To create awareness among the people regarding the heaven and
hell:

“Verily, this Qur'an guides to that which is most just and right and gives glad
tidings to the believers (in the Oneness of Allaah and His Messenger, Muhammad
, etc.). who work deeds of righteousness, that they shall have a great reward
(Paradise).” [17:9]

03. To quide the righteous people:

“This is the Book (the Qur'an), whereof there is no doubt, a guidance to those
who are Al-Muttagun [the pious and righteous persons who fear Allaah much
(abstain from all kinds of sins and evil deeds which He has forbidden) and love
Allaah much (perform all kinds of good deeds which He has ordained)].” [2:2]

04. It was sent as guidance for the entire mankind irrespective of their
nationality, tribe, lineage, skin colors gender, etc...:

“Say (O Muhammad sallallahu alayhi wa sallam): O mankind! Verily, | am sent
to you all as the Messenger of Allaah.” [6:159]




“And we have not sent you (O Muhammad sallallahu alayhi wa sallam) except as
a giver of glad tidings and a warner to all mankind, but most of men know not.”
[34:28]

05. The teachings of the Quran are eternal (the teachings of previous
books were applicable for a specific period):

“This day, | have perfected your religion for you, completed My Favor upon you,
and have chosen for you Islam as your religion.” [5:3]

06. Quran cannot be distorted because Allaah said that he will preserve

“Verily We: It is we who have sent down the Dhikr (i.e. the Qur'an) and surely,
we will guard it (from corruption).” [15:9]

“Verily, those who disbelieved in the Reminder (i.e. the Qur'an) when it came to
them (shall receive the punishment). And verily, it is an honourable respected
Book (because it is Allaah's Speech, and He has protected it from corruption,
etc.). Falsehood cannot come to it from before it or behind it (it is) sent down by
the All-Wise, Worthy of all praise.” [41: 41, 42]

07. Guidance is the pre-requisite for leadership:

Leadership was taken away from Banu Israil and it was given to us (i.e. the
ummah of Muhammad (Sallallahu alayhi wa sallam). That is the reason, the final
prophet was sent from the Banu Ismail. Guidance is the pre-requisite for
leadership. So, the Quran was revealed.

An indication towards this issue can be deduced from this ayah,

“Those to whom we gave the Scripture (Jews and Christians) recognise him
(Muhammad sallallahu alayhi wa sallam or the Ka'bah at Makkah) as they
recongise their sons. But verily, a party of them conceals the truth while they
know it - [i.e. the qualities of Muhammad sallallahu alayhi wa sallam which are
written in the Taurat (Torah) and the Injeel (Gospel)].” [2:146]

08. The Final Prophet (sallallahu alayhi wa sallam):

The Prophet Muhammad (Sallallahu alayhi wa sallam) was the final prophet.
Therefore, a book was required for the entire mankind which would suffice for
their guidance till the Day of Judgment. So, the Quran was revealed.




“Muhammad (sallallahu alayhi wa sallam) is not the father of any man among
you, but he is the Messenger of Allaah and the last (end) of the Prophets. And
Allaah is Ever All-Aware of everything.” [33:40]

20. The Stages of Revelation:

There is a subtle difference between the words ‘Anzala’ and ‘Nazzala’. The word
‘anzala’ means that the revelation was sent down at once. The word ‘Nazzala’
means that the revelation was sent down at piece-meal over a specific period (i.e.
23 years).

In other words, this descent (i.e. Anzala) of the Quran to the lower heavens was
similar to the revelation of the previous scriptures, since it was done at once. This
word has been used for Torah and Injeel in the quran.

“And he sent down the Taurat (Torah) and the Injeel (Gospel).” [3:8]

Therefore in this aspect the Prophet (Sallallahu alayhi wa sallam) shared the same
procedure of revelation as the other prophets had.

Yet, The Prophet (Sallallahu alayhi wa sallam) also had the superiority by having
the Quran revealed piece-meal over 23 years.

(That's why learning Arabic gives you joy. We also understand the wisdom
behind the revealing the Quran in Arabic. Arabic is an expansive language. The
amount of vocabulary found in this language cannot be found in any other
language)

Allaah knows best

The First stage

The Quran was written on the Lauh al-Mahfoodh or the preserved tablet. The
method of this writing, and when it occurred, is known only to Allaah. The fact
that the Quran is written on the Lauh al-Mahfoodh is mentioned in the Quran
itself.

“Nay! This is a Glorious Qur'an, (Inscribed) in Al-Lauh Al-Mahfuz (The
Preserved Tablet)!” [85:21-22]

The Second Stage




From the Lauh al-Mahfoodh, Allaah revealed the Quran to the lower heavens, in
aplace called “The House of Honour” (al Bayt al-1zza). Allaah says in the Qur’an,

“By the Mount;And by the Book Inscribed. In parchment unrolled. And by the
Bait-ul-Ma'mur (the house over the heavens parable to the Ka'bah at Makkah,
continuously visited by the angels).” [52:1-4]

“So | swear by Mawagi (setting or the mansions, etc.) of the stars (they traverse).
And verily, that is indeed a great oath, if you but know. That (this) is indeed an
honourable recital (the Noble Qur'an). In a Book well-guarded (with Allaah in the
heaven i.e. Al-Lauh Al-Mahfuz). Which (that Book with Allaah) none can touch
but the purified (i.e. the angels).” [56:75-79]

The Third Stage

The word ‘Tanzeel’ has been used for this stage of revelation. ‘Tanzeel’ means
to reveal gradually, ‘Anzaal’ means to reveal at once. The whole Quran was sent
down to the lower heavens on the night of decree. It was then revealed piecemeal
for 23 years. In this stage, Jibreel bought those portions of which Allaah
commanded him to bring.

According to the correct opinion, this stage of revelation started in the month of
Ramadhan when the prophet (Sallallahu alayhi wa sallam) was 40 years old.

[The Sealed Nectar of Safiur Rehman Mubarakpuri]

The Quran refers to this stage of revelation in many verses. In one verse Allaah
says,

“And (it is) a Qur'an which we have divided (into parts), in order that you might
recite it to men at intervals. And we have revealed it by stages. (In 23 years).”
[17:106]

21. The wisdom of revealing the Quran to the lower heavens (i.e al Bayt
al-1zza):

What is the secret of the revelation of the Quran to the lower heavens?

The famous scholar, Imaam Aboo Shaamabh, (d. 665 A.H.) wrote:

“If it were asked: What is the secret of the revelation of the Qur'aan to the lower
heavens? The response is: In its revelation is a sign of the eminence and




excellence of the Book, and of the one whom it was revealed to. This is because
it is an indication to the inhabitants of the heavens (the angels) that this Book is
the last of all books (to be revealed), revealed to the last of all prophets, to the
best of all nations. It has been made close to them so that it can be revealed to
them. And were it not for the fact that the Wisdom of Allaah was not to reveal
the Book at once, it would have been revealed all at once, just as the previous
Scriptures were revealed all at once, but instead Allaah decided to honour the
Prophet (sallallahu alayhi wa sallam), and differentiate between him and the other
prophets (by causing the Qur'aan to be revealed piece-meal). Therefore, (by this
initial descent to the lower heavens) Allaah combined the two matters together:
He made the Prophet (sallallahu alayhi wa sallam) similar to the other prophets
in the sense that the Qur'aan was revealed at once to the lower heavens, like the
previous books), and He honoured him (sallallahu alayhi wa sallam) (by causing
it to be revealed piece-meal after that).”

[Dr.Umar Bazmool,Uloomul Quran, Pg.No. 44]

Questions:

1) What is the wisdom behind revealing the Quran gradually?
2) What did scholars opine regarding this issue?

22. The Causes of revealing the Quran in stages:

There are many réasons tor revealing the Quran in stages. Some of them are,

1) To show the gloriousness of the Quran.

2) To make the heart of prophet (Sallallahu alayhi wa sallam) firm and
steadfast upon the truth, to make this book easy for memorization.

“Move not your tongue concerning (the Qur'an, O Muhammad
sallallahu alayhi wa sallam) to make haste therewith. It is for us to
collect it and to give you (O Muhammad sallallahu alayhi wa sallam)
the ability to recite it (the Qur'an), And when We have recited it to you
[O Muhammad sallallahu alayhi wa sallam through Jibrael (Gabriel)],
then follow you its (the Qur'an's) recital. Then it is for Us (Allaah) to
make it clear to you.” [75:16-19]




3) To clarify the doubts and to refute the falsehood (i.e. the deviant
methodologies). (Revealing the Quran gradually will have a great
Impact in these issues)

“And (it is) a Qur'an which we have divided (into parts), in order that
you might recite it to men at intervals. And we have revealed it by
stages. (In 23 years).” [17:106]

4) To prove that this book is free from any kind of error.
5) It was revealed in the lowest heavens to make the angles and other

creation witnesses to the fact that this is the last book which is being
revealed upon the final prophet for the final nation.

23. Printing of the Quran:

The printing of the Quran started in the seventeenth century. However, at that
time it was not accepted popularly by the Muslims.

It was printed in 1788 under the supervision of the Ottoman Empire. The most
reliable printed portion of the Quran was that which was published in Cairo under
the supervision of Jamiatul Azhar. Then, “King Fahd Complex for the printing of
the holy Quran” revolutionized this area.

They not only published the Arabic Quran (i.e. with best quality) but also
published the interpretations of the Quran in multiple languages.

24. Naskh(Abrogation):

Abrogation is translated from the Arabic word ‘Naskh’ which means "To erase,
To Compensate", and its technical definition is to repeal a legal order through a
legal argument. For example, marriage to one's real sister was allowed during the
time of Prophet Adam (Alayhis Salam). Afterwards, it was prohibited. Allaah
enforces a legal order relevant to a particular time. Then at a later time, in His
infinite wisdom, He cancels the order and enforces a new one in its place. This
action is known as ‘Abrogation’ (Naskh) and thus the old cancelled order is
known as "Abrogated” (mansookh) and the newly replaced order as “Abrogator”
(Nasikh). According to the majority of the scholars, Naskh is found in the Quran.

[Refer to ‘Tafseer Ahsanul Bayan’ of Hafiz Salahuddin Yusuf and ‘Tayseerur
Rahman Li Bayanul Quran’ of Dr.Lugman Salfi]




What the Salaf Meant by “Abrogation”: Ibn al-Qayyim:

In the midst of a discussion urging people not to be hasty or eager to issue legal
rulings, ibn al-Qayyim mentioned the following narration about naskh —
frequently translated as ‘“abrogation” — and then added some valuable
commentary afterwards:

Hudhayfah said,

The only ones who issue legal rulings to the people are one of the following three
types: 1) someone who knows which parts of the Qur’an have been subject to
naskh, 2) a ruler who cannot find any alternative, or 3) an imbecile who fancies
himself as being qualified.

The sub-narrator said: I think ibn Sireen said, “I am neither one of the first two,
and I would not like to be the third.”

| [Ibn al-Qayyim] say:

What Hudhayfah and indeed what most of the salaf mean when they talk about
naasikn and mansookh — ‘“abrogating” and “abrogated”, respectively — is
sometimes that the entire ruling has been lifted —and this is how the later scholars
use these terms -,

or sometimes the salaf used it to mean that the general nature and applicability of
an ayah or its most immediately apparent meaning or some other quality has been
lifted. This could take place due to some type of specification, delimitation,
interpreting a general text according to what another more detailed text indicates,
an interpretation of it or due to its ruling having been clarified elsewhere. In fact,
they would even refer to exceptions, conditions, or further descriptions of a ruling
[revealed after the initial ruling] as naskh due to the fact that these things entail
some lifting of the most immediately apparent meaning of the original text and a
clarification of its meaning. So in the understanding of the salaf, and in fact in
their language as well, the term naskh referred to a clarification of the intended
meaning of something that was not present in the initial text but instead came in
a later separate command.

So whoever ponders their statements will see numerous examples of this usage,
too many to count, and understanding this will remove much confusion that
would of course arise if he were to try to understand their usage of the term naskh
according to the terminology used by the later scholars.




End Quote
[[’lam al-Mawqi’een 1/28-29]

Classification of Naskh in the Quran:

1. The Abrogation of the verse without the ruling.
2. The Abrogation of the ruling without the verse.
3. The Abrogation of the verse and the ruling.

25. The Conditions for Naskh(Abrogation):

There are several conditions that the scholars of usool al-figh and uloom al Quran
have laid down in order to substantiate any claim of Naskh.

1. The abrogated must be a legal ruling, not a story or incident.

2. Both the Nasikh and Mansookh rulings must originate in the Quran or
Sunnah.

. The Nasikh ruling must have been revealed after the mansookh.

. The two rulings in question (i.e. Nasikh and Mansookh) must directly
contradict each other.

. Naskh should have occurred during the time of the Prophet (Sallallahu
alayhi wa sallam) (as per his guidance).

26. The wisdom behind the ‘Naskh’:

According to the scholars of Uloomul Quran, there are many wisdoms of Naskh.

1. The entire shariah was revealed based on the principle of graduality. The
purpose of it was to gradually wipe out the evil superstitions from society through
mutual love and respect, so that, people may accept it. Further, the needs of
common muslims were also kept in perspective. For example, the change in the
direction of the prayer (i.e. gibla) was a test for the muslims because the love of
syria and masjid e agsa was deeply filled in the hearts of the muslims. Then it was
revealed that we (Ummat E Mohammadiya) are the inheritors of the prophets and
the custodian of the three holy mosques.




2. Due to some political circumstances; For example, Muslims were prevented
from jihad during the Makkan period as they were politically weak and they were
ordered to be patient during that phase. But when situations got better Madina,
that ruling was abrogated and Jihad was allowed.

3. Sometimes the verse was abrogated without the ruling to escape from the
lengthiness of the topic. For example, the verse on breastfeeding is abrogated
without the ruling.

4. A better ruling was brought than the previous ruling. For example, the
prohibition of alcohol etc.. Allaah promised that whenever Naskh will occur in
the Quran, He will reveal a better ruling and His promise is true.

5. Some verses were abrogated without the ruling whose wisdom is only known

to Allaah. For example, Rajam i.e. stoning. In fact, even the wording of the verse
of stoning has been preserved in some authentic narrations. Meaning, “And the
old man and woman, if they commit adultery, then stone them as a retribution
from Allaah.”

Stoning is hard to digest for many people but it’s a test for the muslims like
change is in the giblah (i.e. the direction of the prayer) was a test for them.

Note: Explaining wisdom of everything is not possible. This is a test that whether
we are the